
COURT MOURNING.
Tin: NIGHTMARE OF <.!.!> V\*OltI_D «COITRT
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PKItlM.KXIMi AND costly OBUOA1 '!< «NS IM
r»«si:i« «'X M.i. i :t -1;- «ri: BT TUB DBATU

<<y PRINCES ANO TIIKIB l:i:t. \T'i\ is.

it is difficult t«» convey en Idea t<> the «people in
this country of tho anxiety which prevails, not
only in England Itself, but also In every quarter
of the vast dominions of t'u« n Vi« t i ia. con-
oerning her own «health, as «well as that of every
member .if her very large family. It is n«>t so
much on th.- «ground <»f loyalty that this anxiety
exists just now, «although it cannot be «l<-ni«-«l
that th.- ntgnlng dynasty of Greal Britain, and
Her Maj« at) in partlcnUtr, enjoy probably to «a
Kr««:-.t«r degree than any other oovenlgn house
the regard and affection of their fellow txmntry-
ma-n. l'.ur it is the dreed lest any untoward
ev«-nt should occur »¦. nnder «useless the exten¬
sive and costly preparations which have been
madi« to «celebrate In aa appropriate manner the
sixtieth anniversary <»f «the Qtaeen'a accession to
the thron»-. All these preparations will «have «been
nee-teas, all the money airead«; spent «will be lost
beyond «r» demptkm, an«: ail hopea and projects
disappointed in «the event of any death taking
«place within the next four weeks that would en¬
tail court mourning.

THE DREAD OF ««ROYAL DEATII&
Court mourning may be described as the night¬

mare of European court life, u_» well as of that
portion of th«- official erorld and of society which
Is more or less intimately connected with the
court. NU entertainment can ever be organized,
no festivity planned, without the everlasting
d»-«-a<I of some royal death taking place t«> nndei
necessary a postponement it an abandonment ol
the «rr.it'- affair. Annoying for the men, it ia
still m >re s«« for the women, since they nevei
know until the last «minute -whether they eau
wear colon or whether they are condemned to
garments of sable hu«-. FOr «ven when the rela¬
tionship of the dead prince or prim** m of the
blood is so nmote as to nnder unnecessary th«
postponement of «social and official functions anc
ent« rtainmenta, court mourning is, neverth« less
necessary for a period mngtng all tin« way «fron
ten daya t«> three months, during which tim«
every woman with pretensions t.« s««i lal standini
bj expected to array «herself in bla« h and to rele
pate her diamonds, ber rubles, her sapphires an«
her emeralds end l»«-r turquoises t.« her < askct
ami to w< ar nothing In the shape of Jewelry bu
pearls, which are the symbol of tears, wbtle th«
men are expected to ad«l a mourning band t«
their bat, to «restrict themselves t.« block to.- f««
day wear, and, if entitled to wear a uniform
to a«i<arn the sleev» s thereof with an armband ««

crap<*.
Royal personages and court Officials are «,'r««a

sti«-kli rs about such matten as these, and whll
any lady who ventures during a period of cour
mourning to attend a drawing-room or cour
function in colored attire exposes herself t«> .1

ungracious reception on the part of th«- roya
penonages pr« sent, there bave ven b en numei
ous occasions when women bave actually bee
prevented bj Un« officials of the Lord Cbambei
Iain's department from entering the pns« :.«

royalty at all, in cons«equen«ce of th« ir bein
dr««ss' d otherwise than i:. th«j prescribed blac
toilettea
Just at the pr«-«« nt moment all the « urts «

Europe arc in no urning for the deaths of th
Duchess >>f Alen«con in the great lira« at Pari
and of her uncle, the old l»uke d'Aumale, i
Zueco, his pla« <¦ in Su lly. True, th<* inournin
is only for a fortnight, but royal relationship
nowadays ar>« so extensive that, what with on
«thing oral another, two-thirds of the y« ar ma

be said to be spent in court mourning. Und«
«the clr« umstances th«* reigning families «

Europe are naturally reluctant to saddle tien
«selves with additional burdens in this respec
end it is t«> this '"iisiil -ration in part that mu»
be sscribed their failure, with on«» notable e:
ceptlon, t«> decree court mourning for the Ein
press .Mother of Japan, a neglect which hi
given no «n«l oi offence t" t!,-- Mikado. Thei
was but «me sovereign m Europe who went
tl-.« length «'i* putting bis court Into mournli
during th.- apace of a fortnight for this grei
L_dy of the «.»ri« nt, and that was King Leopo
.f «Belgium, who was prompted thereto by m

Uves which must b«' d< scribed as of an econ
mic character, rather than by reasons of syi
pathy and sorrow. For lie is larg. ly inte
.eüted in th.« fortnightly un.- of steamships b
tween Antwerp and Yokohama which has r

centiy been opened, and which is heavily su

ventloned by the Japanese Oovernm nt. whl
he is doing his utmost to promote the trade ai
commerce between his kingdom and tin- «Lai
of the Rising Sun. when he hopes to And
new end profitable market for Belgian man

«factures.
Tin: MIKADO OUTSIDE Tin: 1'AI.K.

But the other courts «>f Europe, although c

filially apprised by th.- lapanese Envoys of t
death of their Dowager Empress, failed :<¦ ta
ar,> action In the matter, thereby once mo
r» minding the Mikado that, in aplte of his ha
In« transformed bis title from the Oriental st*
of **T« mi"" t«» the European dignity of "Ei
I«, tor." and of having organized bis Qovernme
ami a portion of his Court on an altoget-
European basis, be is c >t yel regarded as fon
bog put and parcel of the concert of Old Win
«yoyatty, to which even tha yjun¡*; Km« ot Bert»
great-grandson of a men swineherd, betoni
and that be hua failed as yet to Und hÉ-_fc__l

te l'ait I r i,. 'Al i- ii de «J . thai
l'art I which i.» n su,, r- «I t. .;. so

.vrelgn «houses, and "f t.'hrl lendom,
since « .«a the Sultan <«:' Turkey Ogur« therein.
As f.u u the «««nils «,f RuTope an concerned
Emperor Mutsu-llito continues t<» be cla :
with tho «King ««f Slam, tin Bhah ««f «Feraia and
tb«- negro potentatea «of Africa, and as little at
tentloa i.« paid by the «reigning «houses of Europe
an.i by their officials to the «solemn notification
that "Her Majeaty the Bmpreea Dowsger of
Japan has breathed her last after b«in>*- duly
admlnbitered with the 11 >- «Sncrnmenta at the
Shinto r.iith," as would i>»- conceded to th--
equally exotic «announcement «that the «Klag of
«-»attorney, of Loango «.r of son..« edher AfrlenB
»race bad been cremated, aioni: with hla wives.
his siav.-s and his cattle, in stri.t accordance
with the fetich rites of that particular district

ARRIVAL AT FATUAS OF THE NURSES SENT OUT TO TUB GROWN PRINCESS OF
GREECE UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF THE PRINCESS OF WALKS.

(From a sk'«-.. h by .m "Illustrated London X wo" artist.)

of the nark Continent t«« w blch be bad I longed.
lï-sides these there are oth.-r considerations

which doubtless prompt the « ««urts of Europe t«>

neglect thoe» ffl« lal courtesies to tbe Mikado In
the shape of mourning that are nowadays a<-

corded even in the case of the deaths <»f the
morganatic connections of royalty. The Em-
pa ror of Japan, although he expects to «be
treated on the same tooting as his brother «sov¬

ereigns in Europe, continues to maintain an es¬
tablishment of several hundred deputy wives,
whose offspring are considered as legitimate as
if they bad been tbe issue of bis really «l«.«r-
but unfortunately childless Empresa
Now. supposing that the reigning houses of

Europe were to start decreeing offl« lal mourning
for every death that to,«k place in the patri¬
arch lal family of the Mikado, thej might just
as well wear lia« k all the year round and
abandon every 1er:-. f festivity. For with bo

many hundred deputy wives, the majorltj
whom have children- children who have ¡aims
to consideration as the legitimate offspring of
the Emperor; that is to say, as princea and
princesses of the bl< «i there is necessarily
some death <>r other taking place on an average
each montb of the year in the famil) >«f His
Japanese Majesty. Moreover, how ¡s it possible
to expect sii' h cuits as those of VI« nna, of St.
Petersburg and « f St. Janus to treat on a foot¬
ing of «equality a court one of the principal dig¬
nitaries of which bean tbe peculiar title of
"Gentleman of tbe Imperial Chamber of .Musk
Cats**?

THE ONEROUS RUI-ES IN* RUSSIA.
At the present time then is no court In Europe

when the rubs for mourning an s«i onerous
as In that of Russia. When either an Empi r» r
or Empress «las there, all Muscovita officials
and dlgnltari S above a certain rank an com-
«pelled not only to array themselves and th>ir
families In habillmenta of woe, but also to dress
their servants in deep mourning, t«> have their
carriages upholstered in black, and t,, bave the
coats-of-arms, <-r. sts and monograms removed
from the panels of their equipages while one <'f
tin- salons of tiuir residence must bo draped
completely in black cloth, with the furniture
upholstered in black. Moreover, all the «old and
silver embroideries on the uniform of the otilo rs

and olllclala has to be carefully coveted with
craps Thus is a terrible expense, alnoe tbe

tbe » Real I
f tl»nd «da -».aicinie

¦ Many of tlMoa
unlfornru much as ?*>»»». and ordinarily]
the pa) attached lo the offices of those entitled I
t«> wear th«ru is not s«> bi»; as t«> admit <«f their
apolling many such uniforms

Until a few yeara ai;«, it was the rub- at the
courts of Europe that no mourning should be
donned by royalty, or should bo oA« (ally de¬
creed f««r w» ar at court, saw in tie- cases of the
deaths at full-fledged pri;i<-«-s arid princesses of
the blood. It did ri«'t matt» r ¡f a s »verelga ' r a

r««yal pen nags had some morganatic relation.
either In the shape of a wife <'r of a child, or

S'irrii- dear and intimate friend of merely noble or

plebeian rank, whose death onstltUted nothing
less than a bereavement ami an Irr.-parabb»
loss. They were riot supposed to assume mourn-

ins in such instances as these, r." matter hou
beaurtbroken they might be. Queen Victoria,
however, may be said to have eatabliabed a new
era In this parti« ular. For sh«- took the uni
dented step of decreeing official mourning f««r
Princess Julia if «Rattenberg, the plebeian-born
and morganatic wife, or rather widow, of Prince
Alexander ««f Hesse, a lady who <«n tbe «.'««nti-
nent was not even considered as "boffaehlg."
that is t«> say. qualifled for près« ntation at court.
Queen Victoria's s lion gave rise to n<> end of

«lise, aslon, for In decre« ing «-««urt mourning f«'r
the «Princesa Battenberg sh«- practically cora-
pelled all the foreign Ambassad »n and Envoya
a- -« red ited to her court, to pay the same tribute
of r. a] et to tho dead lady, and there were

many of tbe Continental aoverelgns, notably
limp« ror William of Gern any, King Christian i f
Denmark and Emperor Francia Joseph of Aua
tria, who did not at all relish the Idea of their
Ambas» idora putting themselves Into mourning
for ao Insignifl ant a i rs« n aa the morganatic
relict of a mere "a rene highness" su bas Prince
Al« sand« r of Hesse. Ind« d, a vast d< al of very
acrimonious diplomatic cori nsued
In consequence tb reof, between the foreign of¬
fices of Vienna, Berlin and Copenhagen and

I .: < ir» at l'o Italn.
A QRIM «COMEDY.

In conclusion it may be said that there la one
point of ana: »gy between the courts of the
Orient and those of the civilized « :«l nt ,w «¦. n
nection with tho death of royal persona
is the sort of grim comedy whi :. vides that
a royal penonage shall be regarded as al
the actual celebrati« n of :!«..' funeral. So far a«

Europe is conc»rned it i.« an etiquette which
belongs t" a i«>. m«l win, h should find
n«> place In tb i re i< nt enlightened « ra, aince It
aavon of something akin to mockerj and cannot
but l"' most i sinful to th« n «. .-.«l «I- ar r« la
tiv«-s who have been bereaved. Thus. Just be-
fore the funeral, ; he 1*03 1 !. a sort
of levee or re<*epticn, when all the great «ii«;
nitari« s ,,f the realm and m< mbere of the Court

1.« ly one, before the august dead, bowlni
low and kissing lie« cold and elamm» baud ol
th«» body. It is a ceremony thai was 1 «... v. 1

omitted in the case of poor Cnwn i'rin.e Ru
doiph of Austria, although tb<« crushing In 0
the top of bis skull and of the I» ft sMe I hi
head by those who took «part la tbe teiiibl«

I tragedy at Mcycrlm_: made necessary the use o

»he un . on th«« »part of th.« phySÉSlSSM
"'¦'' '.'¦'¦ I fr« sa tho publie the

injuries which he bad sustains«*!Th.- r« lu«-tari . of the «TClgnlng «Tamlllso to «.mit«this apéeles of | t-saottem r.»tl n is bacaneo
»?s absence Invariably gives rfsw to tho most
«.xtra«ir.l,nary rum. rs and repolla ths late KingJohn «of «Ses ; ¦. and Cner Alexnnder I of Russiahaving been ass» rted to have «survived their of-«8» «al obsequies for many yssrs, osrlng to their
ret «having ¡au, m state. «EX-ATTACH__>

ENQUSB NURSES IN GREECE.
Till«: AMERICAN W C T. I". IIKI.I-Kb MA IX.

TAIN THEM THEIR TRYIMC. i:x-
IKKIK.VK

During th- latter part of the campaign in
Oreen excellent service was «ion«--- n the field
hospitals by a f<*w English nurses, who left home
to «-ar«« for th<- wounded soldlen in the <;r.»k
Army. The Prln«cem of Wales was much int»»r-
est.-d in th« project, and b-nt h»r intluence to
aid it. and l__dy Henry «Somerset took an active
part in the arrangements f<^r the r.urs»s* «depnrt-
ur«>.

This country als«, »bed Its part in the affair, for
the National W «' T. I'. «.-nt. thr-ueh Miss
-Frances Wlllard, $1...»»*». npnnentlng the x-
p« ns«s ««f sending one nurse. Th«- w«m»-n. who
were all enthusiastic for th*- Greek cause, and
experienced ia hospital work, sailed ft :. ¦
and «arrived a few weeks ap.« at Athena, They
w.-re «heartily wel -r».«-l then, and the «people
who had assembled t" greet th--m cheered them
warmly as they land««!. The work which was
assigned to them was taxing to their str-ngth,
and frequently of the most trying and disagree¬
able nature, but they had conic With the k:.".vl-
ealf'-e that war n.« art hardships and they have
a«-«'uitted themselves nobly. Th..« «task of u atj
tor the wounded is not 'rub d yet, and the nurses
will doubtless stay a«, i« ng as their presen en
be of us«.

KILLING GERMS IN BOOKS.

DR. BH_U*NGS*a DISCOVERT OF AN KF-
KKi'TIVi: DIS1NFE« 'TANT.

«'barbs Lamb, ¡n on«- of th and
most charming of I ires that he
prefers some l.ks when th- ; '«.-«l and
dog-eared; that a copy «f «Fielding or i: i.arl-
s« n pleases him better when it i«. ars evlden s

of «having been read and r«-r- ..«! maybe by
some : h. r carr. t than in all
the immaculate whiteness end cleanliness fa
n« w . dit Ion.
The sentiment is a pretty ««n.*. an«l other writ-

era ictaiiy the present Poet «Laureat« bave
confessed to sharing it with Klia. Dut it must"'
be a y.1 «bal harder nowadays :¦. feel ;t than
it was in th» days of «Lamb s. .. ids
tremendous atridea aince ti. n, end with each
stride has crush« «1 sorn«- sentiment or belief
«J« ar to ur ancestors. Science takes tbe w.-il-
tbuml "-1 volume, forgets all the p itbos in it
and finds instead _¦. rms And moat ulj
confess that sentiment comea t litt ben
it carriea typhoid or diphtheria -ii it.

Such, at any rat««, is the "i ::.: n of I
thoritiea >«f the New-York «Public Library. When
tbe reservoir Is nmoved from Br; ¡nt Park, and
in Its place Is i splendid library,
a fr» d« partment, aa « :i a- :. id-
Ing-rooms and reference librar;.-, i'. ibi-
tant of Kew-York of good ham t« r w

to borrow books tree <«f chars
Library authorities have «been for «som«
«. naidering how th» dangen Inevitably result I
from circulating volutnea In ever. the
city may b<« avoided. Preventive .«re

naturally out of the quest!« n. It w< uld be as lm-
pomlble t.« discover whether ever* voium« '. nt
u. luld be used by pel fi a.

to prophesy where such dis, .- .; x.o
break out. Th es taken must be cor¬

rective, iiia« 1 the question resolved .in

Inquiry as to ,\ het h« Ltlsfa i ct«
uld «.¦. found.

I-', r Dr. J «hn S Billings, din tor t
th« library, h«:s been expei 1er *.>

,er a pel Mr.
Horton, under Dr. B 1
a series of experiments in the latter*s rat
In Ittilad t| l.:.i a n tmber
r. poi is « '. «i w Ith a «.- ice as« ;

of bacteria and in a sh >rt time the books w« re

full of germs of measles, scarlet f ver, rmall-
i.\ and
Trials were then mad« of various germ

Ing substances, and .is a result ol ..'-.- \-

i rlmenta l»r. Billinga says that he has a :«. t

disinfectant in tii»- gas formaldehj i- Th vol-
Is ; la« d In a glass or n Ith n

saui : ful of a solution of :'. rmal n In wat« r i
left f««r an hour or two. At the end : that
time the v..: «r has penetrated Into every
particle Of the boa k and n«>t a lit .. k« -'ni « an bo

.: 1
The process will be used In the circulating de¬

ment of the New-York «Public Library, ,u.d
the pati i of the Institution may ease their
minds of any fear thai the volumes thej borrow

bring the dreaded germa ol diphtheria or

tj i I-.. Id fe\ r into tb r h is« «.

BibHophllars, too, will be glad to know that
the formalin will dntroy the Crotón bug. «re¬
sponsible for tbe ruin of so many fine bindings
in tios country. The traditions! ¡.ok worm is
n«.w a raritj in America, but the «Crol »n bug baa
taken its place, and the collector of Le Oaaeons
. r «it« in is bas m I>r. BUIings's discovery a pro»
veatlvc of the ravagoe thai «tho inset's pa»_ion
for morocco and calfskin causea


